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ConvenUon Ume Is coming very oon. Have you
made your reservaUons? If you have, we'll see you in
Waco, Texas, Aprtl 23, 24 and 25. If you haven't made
your reservations, don't wait much longer...you may
miss all the fun! Make your plans now to go to Waco and
join in the fellowship.

This year's Alger convenUon will be both interesting
and enjoyable. In addition to a lot of books (several
collecUons will beaucUoned) ,ourco-hosts. RobertCollmer
and John Cadlck, have planned a mo t interesting
program and entertaJnment Everyone Is looking for­
ward to a partic'lar good time!

A convenUon provides an opportunity to talk to
others about the same interests -- what to collect. and
how to collect You can find out about collecUbles that
are new to you and It provides an excellent opportunity
to replace your tattered and damaged books with better
copies at reasonable cost The fellowship Is wonderful:
you will meet people from all over the United Slates and
enJoy sharing their expert nces. especially in book col­
I cUng. A convention registration form Is enclosed In this
Issue of ewsboy.

John Cadlck (PF-858) has an article in this Issue
outl1n1ng the programs he and Bob have planned, as well
as a generalintroducUon to Waco and Baylor UnJverslty
(whose Browning Library will be the site of several
convention acUvities). along with area sights to see.

There Is an interesting letter from Carl Bromer
(pubUshed in this Issue) about his sonJosh, who showed
a great interest in Horatio Alger's books after vlslUn us
in Chillicothe in late December. This makes me realize
the Importance of building up the next generation of
H.AS. members. Let us remember to share the Ideals
and standards ofHoratJo Alger atevery opportunity with
our children, grandchUdren. neJghborhood youths, etc.
Share or lend and Alger book to our "Uttle partlc'lar
frtends" ...maybe even sponsor their membershJp in the
Horatio Alger Society.

That·s all for now -- and members, please let the
officers and/or directors knowwhatyou would like from
the Socl ty. How can our group effort help you get more
enjoyment out of collecting? I hope to see a lot ofyou at
Waco. The rest of you can stJ1l participate through
correspondence to me, to each other and through the
"Letters to the Editor" section of Newsboy.

Your partic'lar frtend.
Will Wrtght (PF-639)
16826 U.S. 50, Chillicothe, OhJo 4560 1
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A Texas welcome!
by JOHN CADICK (PF-858)

(y'all--noun...yawl. contraction of"you all" de!: 1. All of
you. 2. lArgegroup. 3. Southern version ofyou guys or youse
guys. NOTE: y'all is a one syllable word.)

WELCOME TO TEXAS - Y'ALLIII On April 23, 24
and 25, bookc lIectors will c nverge n Waco, Texas for
three days of merriment, remini cing and lying...er-r­
r...exaggerating about books, book, books.

The campus of Baylor University will be opened t
the members and guests of the Horatio Alger Society as
we convene for our annual meeting. Due to scheduling
conflicts at Baylor, the convention had to be moved up
a week fr m its usual time. In spite of this, th meeting
pr mi s t be ne of the best ever. Here are a few of the
xciting activitie being planned by your conventi n

h t:
• A di tingui hed ( r i it extingui hed?) panel of

experts will discus the state fjuvenile book collecting.
Each panel member will make a 5- to lo-minute presen­
tation in his or her specialty area. Topics such as book
availability, pricing, condition and locati n will be in­
cluded. Questi ns, answer and general discu sion will
f 1I0w th panel pre ntations. A six-m mber pan I is
currently planned with Gil O'Gara (PF-627) and Bart

yberg (PF-879) haring their th ughts on general boy ,
eries, Bill Gowen (PF-706) on Stratemeyer and the

Syndicate, Jerry Friedland (PF-376) n Alger, Kathleen
Chamberlain on general girls' series and Ed leBlanc (PF­
015) on dime novels.

• A special r m will be et aside in Baylor's Brown­
ing Library (see below) for those interested in buying,

lIing and trading book . A usual, tables will be avail­
able to display your ware.

• There will be three big auction thi year. In
addition to the annual H.A.S. fund-rai er and ilent
aucti n, we will be aucti ning two members' collections
(see special insert in this is ue of ewsboy). Aim st 200
titles, including many first editi ns, will beoffered t the
highest bidder. TlUs is truly the year t expand your
collecti n.

• The Arm trong Browning Library hues the
world' large t collection of material relating to Robert
Browning and his poetry. It includes letters and manu-
cripts written by or to Br wning, all f the first and

many successiveed itions ofhi p try,secondaryworks
and materials, his poetry set to music, portraits and
memorabilia.

The library also includes major collections of Eliza­
beth Barrett Browning, J hn Ruskin, Charles Dickens

Baytor University w'l host many of the 1992
convention activities.

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. Many of this year's conven­
ti n functi ns will be held in the library and a pecial
tour of the library facilities has been arranged for H.A.S.
members and convention guest .

• Several interesting and fun attractions are avail­
able in Waco. For example:

The Dr. Pepper Museum
Ace rding to legend... in the late 18005, a love-smitten

youngman wasl kingfora way to impresshis beloved's
father. The father happened to own a drugstore. The
y ung man proceeded to devel p a formula for a new
soft drink...thus was born Dr. Pepper. Whether thi
story i true or not i n t known (at least by m ).
However, Dr. Pepper is headquartered in Waco and the
firm has a fascinating museum that is certainly worth a
few hours of your time while y u're in town.

The Brooklyn Bridge's Older Brother
AI in the late 1800s, the Brazos River was a major

ob tacle to the movement of cattle. South Te a cattle
ranchers had to eros the Brazos to get their herds to the
stockyard of Fort Worth and point north. John
Augustus Roebling was commissioned to build a bridge
across the Brazos at Waco. Roebling used this small
effort as a test ite for many of the methods he ubse­
quently employed in the c nstruction f the famous

(Continued on Page 4)
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A Texas welcome!
(Continued from Page 3)

Br klyn Bridge. The bridge in Waco till exi ts and is
now used as a foot bridge for a pleasant troll across th
Braz .

The Texas Ranger Museum
Waco i also home of th Texas Ranger Museum,

which includes an acclaimed collection of firearm,
American Indian artifacts and memorabilia of the state's

riginal law enforement agency.
DaIJa i about90minutesn rthofWacobyfr way,

and Austin (home of the University ofTexas) is about 90
minutes uth on the arne freeway (Interstate 35). Both

f those cities have surprisingly good book and antique
tore . The entire aftem n n Saturday has been left
pen for the c nvenience of you book searchers.

NOTE: As many of you know, the Society has a
number fsuper-aggres ive searchers f r book bargains
(you kn w - and we know - who you are!). Y ur
c nventi n h tare n t g ing to list all the names and
addre ses f local bookstores so some f the less-aggre ­
sive m mber (and later arrivals) can also find som

during the conventi n w kend.
A Few Facts about Waco

Wa o,Te asisafriendlycity flOO,OOOlocatedinthe
ea t-eentral part f Texa . The terrain is r lling (n t
flat...North Dakota i flat) and the climate i warm and

uthem (sub-tropical). Late April is typically warm
and wet in this part of Texas, so pack your bags accord­
in ly. Th area was fir t inhabited by the Waco indian
and wa kn wn f r its abundance of fresh water and
fertile iJ. Waco is ne f the oldest cities in Texas and
boa t many museums, horse sh ws, art exhibits and
num rous concerts and theatrical performances.

Baylor University
Bayl ria privte, liberal arts c llege with appr xi­

mately 10,000students pursuing undergraduate and lor
advanced degrees. It offer m re than 125 fields f
study, interdi ciplinary program and 35 degree plans.
At aIm t150 year old, the univer ity i ne f th most
respected in the United States.

In additi n to all this, you will find Texas to be ne of
the friendliest places that you have ever visited. C m
and j in us. Be a part of the fun in 1992. Whether you
leave with a newly acquired first edition, a rare Hardy
Boys find or refreshed friendships, your visit to the 1992
c nventi n will be a memorable ne.

A registrati n f rm is end sed in this issue of News­
boy. A map of the Baylor campus i n Page 15.

F r more informati n feel free to contact your h sts,
RobertC Umer,2801 W edAcres, Waco, Texas 76710,
( 17)772-1897;orjohnCadick,P.O. Box475578,Gariand
Te a 75047, (214) 303-0449.

MEMBERSHIP

New members:

David H. Couch, Esq. (PF-892)
P.O. Box 1704
Medford, OR 97501

David is an attorney who at present has 71
Alger titles. His other collecting interests in­
clude Fitzhugh and Optic, along with cam­
paign buttons; additional hobbies are wood­
working and aquatic sports. He learned about
H.A.S. through Hank Gravbelle (PF-584).

Dolores A. Warner (PF-893)
2280 U.S. 50 W.
Albany, OH 45710

Dolores is an office manager whose other
hobbies include keyboard music. She was spon­
sored by ell Wright (PF-876).

Ruth W. Miller (PF-894)
4365 Belmar Terrace
Vienna, OH 44473

Ruth, one of the society's mostactive spouses
for years, joining husband Paul F. Miller (PF­
351) at numerous annual conventions, finally
has a PF number of her own. Ruth's other
hobbies include music and volunteer work.

Change of address:

Deidre A. Johnson (PF-596)
3014 Valley Drive
West Chester, PA 19382

Robert D. Eastlack (PF-557)
8508 Calypso Lane
Gaithersburg, MD 20879-1518

Lucille Mone (PF-431)
P.O. Box 77 (Old listing is Box 177)
Spencer, S.D. 57374
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Bill:

I pr ume that Carl Hartmann informed you that
Mary EUen Thomas, widow of Dale E. Thomas, passed
away on Jan. 20. L al n wspaper bit is encl ed.

Ruth and I started t Cleveland for the funeral on
Friday morning but ran into a terrific Great Lake
n wst em (after going about 30 mile ) and returned

back h me.
In talking with the daughters by phone later in the

day, they c nfirmed that the st rm had made travel
from the funeral hom to the cemetery (about 1 to 2
mil ) difficult.

Sincerely,
Paul F. Miller (PF-351)
4365 Belmar Terrace
Vienna, Ohio 44473

Dear Carl:
F II wingisali tofthebooksthatImenti nedtoyou

nth ph ne.Anyhelpthatyoucangivemeindisp sing
f them w uld be greatly appreciated.

• Six books, 9"xll" - hardbound, brown, gold im­
printed: ewsboys 1969-70; 1971-73; 1973-75; 1975-77;
1977-79; 1979-81.

• Three books, 9"xI4" -- hardbound, brown, gold
imprinted: Newsboys 1962-63; 1964-65; 1966-68.

Jack ha had these at c nventions. He had them
bound by a professional who was very good, and they
are very nicely done.

• "Alger Street: The Poetry f Horatio Alger, Jr."
Edited and arranged by Gilbert K. Westgard It (hard
cover).

• "Horatio Alger or, The American Hero Era," by
Ralph D. Gardner (hard cover first ed.).

."R ad t Succ s: Th Bibliography f the Works
of Horatio Alger," by Ralph D. Gardner (paperback).

• "Silas Snobden's Office Boy," A new novel by
Horati Alg r, Jr., a 1973 publicati n arranged by Ralph
D. Gardner with foreword (and autographed) by
Gardner.

• "Ragged Dick" (Winst n reprint with inscripti n
date Xmas 1909).

Sincerely,
Beth R w
4445 Vieux Carre
Tampa, FL 33613

Editor's note: These books are from the collection of
former HAS. pr ident Jack W. Row (PF-IOl), who died in
November. They will be auctioned, along with the other books
li ted in the insert included in thi i ue, at thi pring'

(Continued on Page 6)

Mail bidding -- how it works
In this issue (as well as th previous issue) y u will

find a list of books from several Alger c llections that
will be auctioned at the April 23-25 c nvention in Waco,
Texas. This list has raised a few pr edural questi n
fr m H.A.S. members who wi h to submit mail bids
because they won't be in Waco to bid in person.

The Society uses a method for handling mail bidding
similar to m stauction houses, a sy tern thathas w rked
well in the past. This is how it works:

• You decide the maximum you wish to bid nan
item and then fill out a bid slip (enclosed in this issue of
Newsboy), being sure to clearly mark the maximum bid
along with your full name and address. A parate bid
lip must be used for each book.

• You must mail your bids to Executive Secretary
Carl Hartmann by April 8. He will sort and organize all
bid , keeping "alive" the highest mail bid for each book
and throwing out th se that are lower.

• When auction time comes around n Friday, April
24, Hartmann will be the high mail bidder's representa­
tive at the aucti n and he will participate in the aucti n
throughout the natural course of the bidding until (l) th
"live" bidding goes past the mail bidder's maximum; or
(2)0 neinther mexceeds the mail bid, which means
the book is yours. IncidentaJly, all mail bidders' nam
will be kept confidential.

• Carl will attempt to obtain the book as cheaply as
he can for the mail bidder. For example, let's say you
submit the high mail bid of$200 for a Loring fir t editi n
of "Rough and Ready." At the aucti 0, th bidding
pr eeds in $10 increments from $100 up thr ugh $150
(with Carl participating as your stand-in). The bidding
then tops ut with Carl's bid of $160 and th book is
hamrnereddownatthatprice. The book is y ursforthat
price, even though you had bid higher. Conversely, if the
bookg s for $400 at the live auction, y u'r outofluck
as soon as the bidding passes your $200 maximum. Th
secret to making mail bids is kn wing how high to go
with ut being shut ut by those in attendance.

• The"estimatedvalues"onth enclosed auction list
are for your general guidance in setting bids. Often,
books go for much higher than the estimated value and
many times the item goes for a lot less. The driving force,
of course, is supply and demand.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(Continued from Page 5)
c nvention in Wac ,Te a . Anybody d iring to ubmit mail
bid for the above item can do on the coupons enclosed in
thi i ue. Plea indicate that they ar from Jack Row'
collecti n. Remember, all mail bid mu t be ubmitted by
April Executive Secretary Carl T. Hartmann.

Dear Bill:
Encl sed ar some ph toe pi f 19th-century ma-

terials relating t newsboy and street waifs.
Th first is a cartoon sequence of "The Adventures of

a Newsbo "fr m Ballou's Dollar Monthly Magazine,
Dec mber 1869, printed n the rear wrapper (which wa
usually di arded when th individual issu s were
bound). Incidentally, this issue has an e cellent install­
ment of Alger' "Luck and Pluck."

The ec nd is a reduced page and an enlarged detail
f th n wsboy figure from "Bost n Street Characters."

Thi appeared in Ballou' Pictorial Drawing Room
Companion, V I. VIll, . 4 f Jan. 27, 1855.

Thirdly, a c ver f Albert W. Aik n's "The Two
Detectives; r, The F rtun f a Bowery Girl," from
Beadle's Half-Dime Pocket Library, Feb. 13, 1884. Thi
i a r print f a Beadle's Saturday Journal serial f June
1 71 (riginall "The Detective's Ward"). It also ap­
peared in Beadle's Half-Dime Library a umber 11 in
1 77anda umber 1108 inOct ber, 1900. The"Bowery
Gir}" of the story is a cr sing-sweeper like Alger'
"Tattered T m." The original serializati n aw print
before Loring's editi n of th Alger tale. The bootblack
in the illustrati n, nicknamed "Shrimpy," i a maj r
character. The story is n table as being the first of many
detective novels published by Beadle and Adams.

Best flucka edit r.1 h pey u can usethi material.
Sincerely,
E.M. Sanchez-Saavedra
(PF-7 )
3517 Mo s Side Avenue
Richm nd, Va. 23222

Editor's note: The "So ton Street Characte "engraving
d ribed above i reproduced n Pa~e 16.

T th Editor:
D ember 27, 1991 wa a special day. J h, my 11-

ar Id n, and I had planned a trip to Chillic th ,
Ohi t vi it Will Wright, th Pr ident f the H rati
Alger iety, and a man we have come t know as a
fri nd.

I am a n w member f th i ty and have really
been excited about meeting people wh share my I ve
for H rati Alger books. You can't actually call me a

rious "c lleet r" even th ugh J am n w up t 70
itJes... u can call m a seri u "reader." live tread
Alger's books.

J h and I reall enj yed turing Will's library and
e peciall , his Alger c lIecti n. We've n ver seen so
man Alger books in ne place. Th re mu t have been a
billi n or tw (well, maybe n t that many, but tiIJ,
en ugh t get ur chin t hit th fI r).

We learned mor about Alger books in two h ur
than all the tim since reading Ralph Gardner' book.

One interesting thing re ulted fr m ur trip. I have
always felt that it would be gr at if my n hared my
I ve for Horatio Alger books. Collecting and reading
w uJd be an e citing h bby to have in c mm n. A we
w re leaving Will's h m , I wasn't sure h w Jo h felt
about "all th old ks," but Iquick! f und out. A

n as we arrived h m , he aid t Pam, my wife,
"M m, d you think it w uld be pos ible f rut go t
Wac for th H rati Alger c nventi n n xt year?"...

Looks like I might just have the h bb budd I'm
king f r!

inc r I ,
Carl B. Bromer (PF- 78)
2141 Ed lwei s ourt
Dayton, Ohi 45459

Dear Mr. Hartmann:
I mi placed Bernie Biberd rf' letter with your ad-

dres and that i why it has taken me so I ng t nd you
thi d nati n because} just f und the addre .

A Erma B mbeck aid in n f h r column , "L ­
ing things can drive any n nuts," and aid h ..."1
figured out once that I p nd half f my waking hours
I king for things. It's ami si n. At any given m ment,
I am involved in hunt-and-search for glasses, car ke ,
recipes, ch kbook r teleph ne number ."

This happens to m al with the additi n of I sing
letter ,stamp and even articles of cl thing. My hu ­
band a s it can be blamed n the fact that I am getting

Ider.
I rec ived a nice card fr m Ralph Gardner fr m ew

Y rk.Iwouldliket an weritandwill,ify uwillkindl
send me his addr . Mr. Gardn r told me about a
f rm r H.A.S. pr ident, Jud n Berry, wh lived in
Si ux FaIJs where a c nventi n wa hid.

I m t Mr. Ber in Si ux Falls at his k t re and
bought m of my Alger fr m him. Later, he
m ved t Howard, S.D., which is n rth f Spencer and
I vi ited him there bef re he died. I did n t attend the
Si ux Fall convention win t the fact that Iwas at that
time living in Omaha, ebra ka.

We have a new p st ffice in Spencer and they

(Continued on Pa e 14)
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Mershon and Stitt Alger printings
By John T. Dizer, Jr. (PF-Sll)

No study of American publi hing gives the Mershon
Company more than apas ing notice. Ihilveseen no Publisher
Trade List Annuals with Mershon listing, although I have
been told recently that they may exist.

What infonnation we have comes mainlyfrom old copies
of "Publishers Weekly," from the research of Denis Rogers
andafew others, from the rare Mershon dust jacket with book
Ii tingsand, ofcourse,from theachmlMershonbooks. Wecan
draw inferences and make deductions and hope our literary
detective work is correct; but to date, at least, we cannot be
ure.

o when J was a ked to discus the Mershon Alger print­
ing J had everal reservation . Responding to myfirst con­
cern, i.e., "1 anyone really interested?" editor Bill Gowen
responded," ewsboy needs articles of this type." To my
econd concern, ''['m not ure ofall ofmy fact ," J wa told,

"A k the HA members and other readers of ewsboy for
help. It will al 0 how if they read the tuff."

So this i whilt I know and don't know about Alger books
published by the William Mershon Company and its related
firm. If some of it sounds familiar, it hould, since I am
drawing on material J have used in earlier articles. I should
also mention thilt I sent an earlier version of this artide,
together with aquestionnaire, to 21 "Partic'iar Friends" and
received valuable help from Brad Chase, Bob Bennett and
Arthur Sherman, in particular.

We sh uld pr bably devel p a time line for Mer h n
and explain that we are really talking about two compa­
nies, Th Mershon Company Pre s and The Mer h n
Company. The Mersh n Press printed books and The
Mershon Company publi hed bo ks. William L.
Mer h n' The Mersh n Pre s was active in th 1 90s,
printing books for many publi hers. In 1 93 The Cassell
Publi hingC mpany,anAm ricanbranchoftheBriti h
firm Cas II &. Co., went bankrupt. William Mer h n,
its principal creditor, reorganized it and c ntinued pub­
Ii hing its titles. On th copyright pa ofEdward S. Elli
books published by Cassell Publishing C mpany, as
examples, y u find ''Th M rsh n Company Pres ,
Rahway, .J."

Acc rding to the late Denis Roger ,in 1 9 Cassell &
Co. re-opened an American branch, which led to the
prospect of two different Cassell Companies in ew
Y rkCity. Apparently, there was a law uit ver this and
inabout1898, Mershonchanged the name ofhis publish­
ing c mpany (The Cassell Publishing Company) to The
Mer h n Company. I have been able to check all f
Denis' urces except the st ry of the lawsuit. Denis was

Earty Mershon Stratemeyer completion from 1901.

n t nlya clo friend but aJ a top research r. 1think,
h wever, that Mersh n was publishing under his wn
name in 1897 since last summer I found a Mershon G.A.
Henty r print inscribed "December 25, 1897." I al
found an Ellis with a Cas ell binding but with a Mer h n
title page, which seems t date fr m either 1 97 r 189 .
WilJiamMersh n had taken ver titles fr mThe Merriam
Company, which went bankrupt in 1895, and oth r
publisher, and we definitely kn w (fr m inscripti ns)
that he published juveniles (including Ellis and Henty)
under Th Mersh n C mpany nam in 1 98.

The Mershon publi hing action really started in 1 99
when the company copyrighted a number ot titles and
started publi hing in earnest under its wn nam . Y u
can tell an early Mersh n book fr m its title page, which
will always say at the bottom, ew Y rklTh Mer h n
CompanyI Publishers. This title page is found in th
Stratemeyer Alger "Out for Business" and "Falling in
With Fortune" (both c pyrighted 1900) and "Y ung
Captain Jack" and" elson th wsboy" (both 1901).
I call this title page Mer h n TypeM (illustrati n#I). We
must keep in mind that Mershon Press printed books for
many publisher, including A.L. Burt (New York) and

(Continued on Page 8)
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Mer hon and Stitt Alger printing
(Contil1ued from Page 7)

Geor~e M. Hill and homp n & Thoma5 (both f
hica~o). The M r'h n Pr abo printed The

Wanamaker Youn~ People' Librar f lr the John
Wanamaker Department tore of Philadelphia. n
aminati n f the ame title n minall publih db Hill,
Th mp on & h ma5, Wanam ker and The Mer h m

ompan , show that the st rie5' te t are identical and
all u ed th original Mer h >n plate. We find thame
ituation with r ~ard t l Horatio AI~er in later Trade

Publi hing o. reprint .
In earl 1902, apparentl , Mer hon changed all title

pa~e to read Th M r he n ompan /Rahwa, .J.
( pa e) ew York.

I all thi title pa~e Mer hon T pe R ( ee illu tration
#2). It wa u ed b er hon until William titttook () er
th mpan inl 05anditwa u againwh n r 110n
regained c ntrol in earl 19 .

Ac ordin~ to Publi her WeekJ l. 1722 of Janua
28, 1905, the titt Publishing ompan wa formed m
Januar of that ear with William M. titt, Jr., Joeph

ammell and W.L. M r hon a~ principals. Thing did
not w rk out and in Publi her W kl o. 1776 of
F bruary 10, 19 it wa announced that the titt Pub­
Ii hing ompan a t be " w und up." illiam L.

r hon again t( k 0 er th compan and appar ntl
atome pint in art 1 chang d the name nth title
pa~e and pin of hi book fr m titt b ck t ) Mer h n.
Thi continued until about October 1906. It wa an­
n un d in Publiher Weeki l. 1 11 of 0 tober 13,
1906 that Mer h >n had 50ld hi publishin~ bu~in ~ to
The hatterton-Peck Compan .

Thi 'eem traightf rward and it ma be, but there
are veral unan wer d qu tion including:

*Wh wa thelat -1906Strateme er/AI~ r"Rand
of the Ri er" depo~ited for cop right b titt wh n the
compan had been wound up in the pring?

* How is it P ibl f r on of m 1906 er hOn5 to
ha an in cripti n dat of ovember 1905, uppo edl
befor Mer h m had taken ba k til bu~in ?

* How could Mer hon ha e opyright d title in
1907 wh n he ' Id th busin 5 in 1906?

* Wh were both titt and Mer h m named in the
fam lU . 1907 law uit betw n dward trateme er and
Chatterton-Peck that paved the wa for trateme er to

it h hi lk t oth r publi h r , n >tabl Gr l ~t &
DunJap and uppl & Leon?

But ba k t th Mer h n Aig r printing. L t' lookat
the Mer hon 1 99-1905 period fir t. Th m t intere ting
p inttomakehereisthatduringthi period of Mer hon'
m t pr lific produ ti n, very few Alger title w re
printed b the firm. ut ide f the artier trateme er /
AI~er I ha e onl liThe t re B l , lr, The Fortun of

NCW YOIlI[UK WAY. II. J.

THE FORTUNES OF BEN BARCLAY

...

THE MERSHON COMPANY

ARTHUR M. WINfiELD

MORATIO AlCER, Ja.

HOIlATIO ALGER. Ja.

..

THE MERSHON COMPANY

or" ... L&.IJI'O ~ WTTM ro-TVJt...... 0- .....uca..
""TlIC YOUIIO -o.n...... ".LY Aif~ lOT,"

.. .,. 0 ".D," eTC,

"'....-.011 .. """,_ IOn AT 1C:ftOOI.... "Tn 10"-_ lIOn
0If ft. ocu ,..••0 ..... .",. UI' nr.a 1U1IIOLa."

"no IO'\"&a lIOn ovr .-uT•• aTe.

OUT FOR BUSINESS

THE STORE BOY

..""" _ .......," _II .... .,0&&." ...... CIl."~ •• 1"Q

"~." ...... ••~... .. "."&JII'1"Ua.a ..
~1IO'Y.""""'"AIr1"OIIlI.""aasa

.......... 101',- IT'll:.

Ex. 1: Type M tit1e page (1897 - early 1902).

Ex. 2: Type R tit1e page (1902-05 and 1906),
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Ben Barcia ." The cover i f two bo in fr nt f a tent,
h ting at d r in th background. Thi cov ria

cornm n de ign f Mer h n of the 1902-1904 period,
alth ugh it doe app ar in 1901 a well. A eri f eight

tratem er" ingl "copyrighted in 19(X) under su h
p ud nym a Loui harle, Ro Rockwood, Allen

hapman and Mark Marlin al wa r printed in thi
format.

ince "Th "editi n de cribed abo e c n-
tain an ad ~ r trateme er' "With B n n the Fron­
ti r," which ha a Jul 1, 19 3 introdu ti n and which
wa c pyrighted in 1903, it i certain that th k wa
printed n arlier than the ummer f 1903. Since th
n l lx k in th Fronti r ri s, "Pion r Bo s of th
Great orthwe~t"(which has a June 20,1904 introduc­
tion) i not includ d in the ad, thi m' to place the
abo e Alger with a mid-1903 to rnid-1904 dat . A
additi nal pr f th ad in "The St re B "Ii t th fir t
four of the Alger Rise in Life rie~ "completed b
Arthur M. Winfield" but do not include "Lo t at a"
nor "Jerry, the Ba kw B," both publi hed in late
1904.

t r B II was first publish d b Porter &
oate in 1 7 and just why and h w Mersh n picked

thi titl t r print is a question. An ther que tion i~

what th r Aig r titl (not counting the trateme er
c mpletions) did Mer h n print bef re 1905 with
Mer h n T p r T pe R title page or, spe ificall ,
with ut th bla k border found on the title page~ of til
lat r titt, et. Ig r ?

Bob Bennett sent m ph toe pies f "The Cash B) "
and "Str ng and t ad ," lxlth of whi h ar Typ Rand
appeart datefr m1903-D4. far,Jhave~ undn T p
M (earl Mer hon) Algers and nJy three known T pe R
(later Mershon to 1905) published b Mer h n in the
mo t active year f the company. I usp ct there rna be
a few m re e tant Alg r title fr m the 1903-04 peri >d,
but n t man .

I mentioned earlier that Mer hon printed th
Wanarnak r Y ung People'~ Libra and apparentl
also printed th same title c ncurrentl under the
M r h n nam . All f th arl Wanarnak r titl page
~eem to be Mer h n titl pag , d t r d for the
Wanamak r rie. I w uld ugge t, th n, that an
Wanamaker Algers were al () publi hed b Mersh m
with a Mer h n title page and binding. I ha e an earl
f rm r Wanamak r with a du 't jacket (ca. 1901) which
ha a Ii t ftitl but n Alger ar Ii ted. I have on later
~ rrnat Wanarnak r Alg r whi hi a r print f "0nI an
Iri h Bo " ( illu trati n #3). The title page i e
irnilar t "The t re Bo "e en down to th Mer h n

tulip I g . Judging b that I g , the k c uld date
fr ma earl a 1903-Q4andcouldpo sibl beacompan-

(Continued on Page 70)

ONLY AN IRISH BOY

ANDY BURKE'S FORTUNES

Arnta. Of' ·'n. YCKlMC) ACa""'," "TJla I1"OI.a ....

.. ...,..",........ ,- "&1.0"'''' Ina."
•• Nn. TWa nDD&.D. - rrc.

•

JOHN WANAMAKER

'HlLADI:l.l'HlA HEW Yoa. "alS

Ex. 3: Wanamaker (1903-04. Mershon logo).

Hector's Inheritance

IT

HORATIO ALGER, J"........,~.,..~.- .._..........
• "''' All» ftWT. - -x.

JOHN WANAXAXEIl

NIIAIl&U1IlA nw~ PAaA

Ex. 4: Wanamaker (after 1905. Stitt logo).
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BOUND TO RISE
oa

no Y....'" FIorisIJ 0/ spn'", Hill

WALTER LORING'S CAREER

rt

ALLEN CHAPMAN

THE MERSHON CmlPANY
RAHWAY, N. 1. NEW YOU

Ex. 5: Mershon Type Rtitle page (1903).

FROM
FARM TO FORTUNE

Or, Nu NtlS.,,'J SIr""I' £X,tri.",.

IV

HORATIO ALGER, JR.
4G"IWO" 0 .... I.OIT AT '\&A,," .. If " TN. QW'NIO....

.. CX" PO& W'I,.-an." "T". YOVIIO lOGe
MUtT," .. ...ocao otc:&

u.aru.- ne.

• U'I1".

-.nl<n""

NI!W VOIll:

STIlI' PUBLISHING COMPANY

'90S

Ex, 6: Stitt title page, black border (1905),

Mershon and Stitt Alger printings
(Continued from age 9)

ion title to the three Mer h n Type R titles menti ned
above. Bennett has confirmed a Wanamaker printing of
"The Young Outlaw" in a similar format. This could
bring the number of suspected 1903-Q4 Mersh n Alger
titles to five. We have no proof as yet, however, other
than inferences fr m the Mersh n I go, that any
Wanamaker Algers were printed before 1905. The titt/
Mersh n combine continued to print the Wanamaker
series in 1905 and later but, as n ted bel w, the Stitt log
was added to its new Alger title (see illustration #4,
from the Bob Williman coUecti n).

In order to resolve the pre-19OS Mershon and
Wanamaker Alger questi n, I need help from Alger
c Hectors with (a) a large early Mer h n Alger c Hec­
tion; (b) a large Wanamaker collecti n; or (c) Mer hon or
Wanamaker dust jackets with book lists intact.

Edward Stratem yer, f cours , beginning in 1 99
had numer us titles published b Mer h n and its
successors, including nine of the 11 Alger completions
(the other two wer published by Cupples and Leon). In
additi n to the six mentioned above, "The Young Book
Agent" and "From Farm to F rtun " were published by
Stitt in 1905, and "Randy of th River" was c pyrighted
in 1906 by Stitt. Ralph D. Gardner (PF-QS3) n tes in hi
Alger bibliography that that the title "wa depo ited for
copyright October 25, 1906 by Stitt Publi hing m­
pany. However, by the time the bound volume was
received, on November 16, th firm had become
Chattert n-Peck."

I think we can safely say that, utside of the
Stratemeyer completions, Mershon did relatively little
with Alger until after Stitt t k ver the company in
1905. Mersh n had printed "B und to Rise" in 1900 ( ee
iUustrati n #5) but this book was written by "Allen
Chapman" (an Edward Stratem yer pseudonym) and
had n connection with Alger's story of the same name.
It does give us additi nal evidence, th ugh (shown
below), as to when the big Alger push wa made by the
c mpany.

Ibelieve thatStitt, trying to expand its appeal to boys,
initiated a large offering of Alger r print titles in 1905.
There is good evidence in support f this, as f How :

Every Alger titleofStitt, 1906M rshonandChattert n­
Peck that I am aware of (with th xception of th
Stratemeyer completi ns and the three titles menti ned
above), has a title page with a black border divided into
(usually) four panels. This black border was introduced
by Stitt and is never seen in any Mersh os prior to 1906
as far as Iknow. Inadditi n, the title page included a new
logo which apparently appears nlyon those title pages
with the black border (see illustrati n #6). The border
was used almost exclusively on new Stitt titles. Stitt did
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Ot

AIlTHUIl loC. WINFIELD

"

PADDLE YOUR OWN CANOS

Ha", VOIlItURWAY. H.J.
THE MERSHON COMPANY

HORATIO ALGER. JL

THE SEARCH FOR THE MiSSING
H(jUSE80AT

-

~ or "-oI"V '1"0 ...............n.uro 101..»,­

-IN" ,... ~'fl lOT." •• T1D .......
........ W'J'C.

H&W YORK

STITT PUBLISHING COMPANY

1905

THE ROVER BOYS

ON THE RIVER

STRONG AND STEADY

A'CTI"WOI or .. TN' _ova IOn AT tcMOOt..," .. T10 &0..... lOTI
0lII TN. oc::I.AJI." •• .,.. ao IOn ,. TN' JUIIIIC~" "TWa

aovu 10'" OOT ...,. "'" lona 10.... O. TID;

c:.:a.&AT~." "T1U aowu. aoYJ ,lit TWW.~
TAUtW.," "".. 1O"fU. IOn ow L.UD .cID .......

AIID ",... aona lIO..l ... C41U"

Ex. 8: Alger title in 1903-04 Mershon format.

Ex. 7: stitt title page: new title, continuing series.

not u e the border on new titles ofcontinuing series such
as Th Rover Boys (illustrati n #7) and did n t use the
black border on reprints of earlier Mershon titles, ince
it would have involved changing the titl page.

Ihave found one exception to this, which is typical of
pr blems with Mersh n research. Alger's "Strong and
Steady" (pr bably reissued by Mersh n in 1903 or 1904,
see illustration 8) a reprinted by Chatterton-Peck, ha
the Stitt type title page with Stitt logo and the black
border (illustration #9). Stitt also (and this is imp rtant
to note when checking Wanamaker Alger ), did n t us
the black border but apparently did use the Stitt log ~ r
its 1905 and later Wanamaker Alger.

C pies exist of Algers with Stitt title page and
Mer h n c vers as well a Alg r with Mersh n title
pages and Chatterton-Peck c ver , all of which h w
that Mersh n printed a lot of Alger title but n t until
1906 when he took the company back fr m Stitt. All of
these later Algers have a black border n the title page
(see illustration #10).

In corr borati n, Jhave a M r h n dust jacket which
Ii ts many Algers, but al 0 several n n-Alger title
copyrighted by Stitt. So it eem certain that Mershon
wa activ Iy printing Alger title aim st entirely in 1906
after he had tak n back the company from Stitt.

It is al worth noting that in 1905 William Stitt
changed the title of the Chapman (Stratemeyer)"B und
t Rise" to "Boy of Spring Hill" apparently wh n h
introduced Alger' wn "Bound to Rise" as part fits
reprint eri s, the change obviously made t prev nt
c nfusi n between two diffur nt tries bearing the
arne title.

T ummarize, it appears that any Mer h n-Stitt
Alger title page with a black border was published after
1905,alth ugh it should benoted that the twoStratemeyer
completi n copyrighted by Stitt in 1905 ("Th Y ung
B k Agent" and "Fr m Farm to F rtune") both have
black borders n their title pages but that "Randy of the
River," which has a 1906Stitt copyright but was actually
published by Chattert n-Peck, doe not.

While we are discus in the black border introduced
by Stitt, it may be interesting to look at the accompany­
ing title page from a Trade Publishing C mpany Alger
reprint (see illustration #11). It is identical with theStitt/
1906 Mer h n title page, including the black border and
theStittlogowith nly the nameofthepublisher changed.
It appear that Trade Publi hing wa either a sub idiary

f Mersh n or that it was a small publishing house for
whom Mershon was printing Alger titles under con­
tract.

The la t questi n I wish to address is, what Alger
titles were actually published b Stitt, Mer h n, Trade
Publishing and Chattert n-Peck?

(Continued 011 Page 12)
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20. Risen from the Ranks
21. Sam' Chance
22. Shifting for Himself
23. The St re Boy
24. Strive and Succeed
25. Strong and Steady
26. Tom th Bootblack
27. Try and Trust
28. The Young Acrobat
29. Th Young Outlaw
30. Young Salesman
31. The Young Book Agent
32. From Farm to F rtun
33. Lost at a
34. Jerry, the Backwoods Boy
35. Nelson, the Newsboy
36. Young Captain Jack
37. Out f r Busin
38. Falling in With Fortun

Stitt) Mershons. Noneofthese, however, areStratemeyer
completi ns. ( would gues that the Mersh n Press
printed at least 30 titles for Trade Publishing and possi­
bly the eight Stratemeyer completi ns publi hed up to
that time as well. Since only 10 Wanamaker Alger have
so far been seen, the evidence is too limited to guess as
to how many titles appeared in the Wanamaker imprint.

So this is the current state of my Mershon research. I
will welc me any corrections and additional informa­
tion, and h pe you fellow H.A.5. member will write m
at 10332 Ridgecre t Rd., Utica, N.Y. 13502.

The Horatio Alger, Jr. titles listed on the1906 Mershon
du t jacket:
1. Adrift in New Y rk
2. Andy Grant' Pluck
3. Bound to Rise
4. Brave and Bold
5. The Cash Boy
6. Chester Rand
7. Do and Dare
8. Driven Fr m H m
9. Facing the World
10. Hector' lnheritan e
11. Herbert Carter' Legacy
12. In a New World
13. Jack' Ward
14. Julius the Street Boy
15. Luke Walton
16. Only an Irish Boy
17. Paul th Peddler
1 . Phil the Fiddler
19. Ralph Raymond' Heir

"Herbert Carter's Legacy" and "Strong and Steady" as examples of Mershon-otter-Stitt cover designs.

(Continued from Page 11)

Bob Benn tt, in hi Alger bibliography, lists IS Stitt,
IS Trade Publi hing, 9 Wanamaker, 35 Mershon and 29
Chattert n-Peck titles. I believe Bob listed only the titles
which had been per nally c nfirmed by other c llec­
t rs or himself, and Iknow the list is conservative. Ihave
~ ur Trade Publishing titles which are n t listed by
Bennett and the same i true of titles by the oth r above
publishers. I would question the inelu ion of "Randy of
the River" under the Mersh n listing since it apparently
wa publi hed by Chattert n-Peck (with a Stitt copy­
right).

An in pecti nof the four Ii t sh w agen raldupli­
cati n which we should expect, since all the publishers
used the same plate . The only real questi n I have is
whetherStittfirstis uedall the Algers later published by
Mer h n, or whether Mersh n himself added Alger
titles in 1906 using theStittblack border and Stitt logo n
th title page. I tend to believe that Stitt first i sued th se
titles but have no real evidence eith r way.

My 1906 Mershon dust jacket (see titles listed below)
list 30 of Alger's own books plus eight Stratemeyer
c mpleti ns f r a total of38 titles. I think we can assume
these title were aU actually printed. If my assumptions
ar c rrect, Stitt would have printed 38 as well, while
Chattert n-Peck would have printed 39. As far as Trade
Publishing is concerned, other collectors and myself
have sighted 19 titles, all identical with the late (after
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STRONG A D TRY A D TRUST
STEADY

Or, Ahrr H.ltlnr·s B..u .Jq

Or, P"JJlt Tour 0",,, C""Dt

IV IV

HORATIO ALGER, JR.
HORATIO ALGER, JR.

AI,", 01' ......UL Tn. "oeu&.- ",. ,...... .,.,.
.AVT1IOlI. or "IIOU1'D TO .1'..........n ....D 10\,1),- I&JII ..TO.... ,. &&.OW ...,.-.0 .ou.... W'I"C"..

.. JUlJU., 'f.' In"'" 101'.- '0 Till. no••
lOy," nCo

_.tJlcu.... ...wa.a...
">I1)(J"fO"

~~'

CHATTERTON·PECK COMPANY TRADE PUBLISHING CO.
HEW YORK. N. Y. NEW YORK

Ex. 9: C-Peck (ca. 1907) in Stitt Format. Ex. 11: Trade Publishing in Stitt format.

HERBERT Shifting for Himself
CARTERtS LEGACY Or, GII;rr' GrlJs,,'s For',,71tJ

Or, T/t, IlfWIflOf's SII1I

.Y

IT HORATIO ALGER, JR.
HORATIO ALGER, JR. ..-r.oa " .. A nw '\'oa& "'." .. " UJl.U. ." ft

"-arDaJrT." - ...._~ ,........ ft. ""
.~ _ "LIN;;S "I:'"..LTW.- ......~~.

.. Dti Ui DOU...U anar.... ft'C........ .,.,...~. wrc.

.-..... • .welt.>•
~-

~

THE MERSHON COMPANY CHATTERTO ·PECK COMPANY

WI_ YOA-II. NEW YORX. N. Y.......y ... J.

Ex. 10: Mershon (1906) in Stitt format. Ex. 12: C-Peck (Ca. 1907) in Stitt format.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(Continued from Page 6)
changed ur box number from P.O. Box 177 to P.O.
60 77. Plea change it n y ur mailing list.

Sincerely,
Lucille M ne (PF-431)
P.O. Bo 77
Spencer, S.D. 57374

Dear Carl:
Hello! I've enclosed a few items for you, namely, my

dues ~ r 1992 a well as a ale list which I hope can be
published in ewsboy. I've als enclosed an article I
clipped fr m the Grand Rapids Press (early in 1990, I
think). Perhap ther readers may find it interesting as
well. rry it' late! I've been meaning to end it for
month, but oh well. I'm not clear on whether this
buildin i still in exi tence, but if it is, might be a nice
place t isit n me futur c nvention.

Thanks again!
Y urs,
Chris DeHaan (PF-773)
3 70 9th St.
Wayland, MI 49348

Editor's note: The column, written by T m Rademacher,
i reproduced bel w. Al ,Chri' Ie!> Ii t appeared in the
la t i ue of ewsboy.

He still recalls days
at Newsboy School

Around the tum of the century. when Grand Rapids
was a two-newspaper town. newsboys were a hard­
working lotwho understood the power of the penny. And
arguably. they were a somewhat pampered lot.

The reason was tied, In part. to the competition: If the
Grand Rapids Eventng News (forerunner to The Press)
could be a better buddy lo roaming waifs than the old
Grand Rapids Eagle. it'd have an excluslve marketon the
"manpower" necessary lo hawk papers from street cor­
ners.

The Eagle might have had better printing equipment
(It did) or been quicker on deadline (It was). but both
advantages meant nothing if the Eventng News had
already corralled every available young man lo sell Its
own penny Issues.

One longtime Press circulation manager used to
entice newsboys with bushel baskets of popcorn balls
purchased from 'Taffy John." who operated a candy
slore on Monroe Avenue NW.

Newsboys were wooed In other ways. too. It wasn't

that unusual for the town's papers to sponsor boxing
matches, runntng races. plcnJcs. dances, even train
rtdes to Spring Lake. Sunday afternoons. hundreds of
boys would gather In the Press buUdlng Assembly Hall
audJtortum for "Happy Hour." not as we know it today.
But lo enJoy music and drama presentations. There was
even a Newsboy band, sponsored by the Evening News.

The old Press buUdlng on Fulton Streetalso boaasted
an Indoor pool, and James W. Cole remembers that. But
he has even fonder, sentimental memortes ofdays spent
In a desk-lined room Inside that buUdlng on Fulton.

Cole is 83 now (ed. note: In 1990) and next month
celebrates a 60th wedding annlversary with wife Viola.
but he has Uttle trouble remembering classes he at­
tended at the old Newsboy School. located on the top
floor of the Fulton address.

"C. Louise Mosher was our lnstructor." Cole recalled,
"and I remember she walked with a Utile Ump. but she
was the best teacher anyone could ever have. You also
had to behave." said Cole. begtnnJng lo laugh, "because
she had a big ruler."

The school provided lessons for up lo 28 fifth-through­
eighth grade boys. And all students came from poor or
disadvantaged homes. according lo Cole. whose mother
struggled lo raise three boys along with her Job as a
chamber maid at the old Cody Hotel.

The alm of the Newsboy School, says Cole. was to
provide young boys with an education. but also som
way lo earn money toward family expenses. Or, from
another p rspecUve. It gave the newspaper a sal s force
from which It could draw at any time durtng the day, an
lmportantelementwhen Extras would roll withoutwarn­
Ing.

Cole says the school ran from early morning unW
midday. but recessed about 11 a.m. so the boys could
peddle regular noontime editions. Then It was back lo
the books.

Cole worked the Intersection of Wealthy Street and
Dlvtslon Avenue. and remembers at least two headlines
from his youth. One announced the slnkJng of the ocean
liner LusltanJa by a German submarine off the Ir1sh
coastln 1915. Nearly 1,200 died. Cole was a boy of9.

The other headUne was bannered aero s the lop of
Page 1. "PEACE" It screamed. In announcing -- prema­
turely. It turned out -- the end of World War I.

When he wasn't reveling In history through newspa­
pers, Cole studied reading. writing. geography and more
at the Newsboy School. He'd transferred there after
finJshlng fourth grade at Dlvlslon Avenue elementary.

It was 1920 when he graduated at the age of 14.
recetvtng his diploma from "Mr. Edmund Booth himself."
says Cole. referring lo 'Ted" Booth Sr.. former edllor of
the Press and an officer with Booth Newspapers.

Cole went on to work 18 years at the now-defunct
Grand Rapids Brass Co., then 28 years at AppUed Arts
Corp.. 365 Lane Ave. SW. He's been retired 20 years.

I recently decl1ned the opportunity to write about a
son reunJted years later with a mother who had given
hJm up for adoption. "I don·t do reunion slortes." I sald.

I couldn't have been ser1ous.
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The following Horatio Alger books are for sale. Please allow $1.50 to cover mailing and handling for
one book. No mailing or handling charge if bought as an entire package.

Title Publisher Condition Price

1. Tom Thatcher's Fortune A.L Burt, 1888 Good 20
2. Walter Sherwood's Probation Hurst (reprint) Fair 10

(Attractive front cover of young man in riding apparel with horse.)

3. Bound to Rise N.Y. Publishing Co. Good-VG $10
(Empire edition in red plain cover.)

4. In a New World A.L. Burt (reprint) Very good 15
5. Sink or Swim A.L. Burt (reprint) Very good $15
6. Bob Burton A.L Burt (reprint) Very good $10

(All three have campfire covers.)
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