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' Greetings Friends! 0ld and New! If you are
reading this newsletter for the first time,

~  you are not alone, for 173 others also are

1R

doing the very same thing. To my old friends,
I expect to get your comments into this news-
1§tter; Comments from the new friends we make
will be printed next month. Last month, I
maﬁa this statement: "My most cherished books
avée not from gifts, but from results of my
own efforts and search!" Now I am in trouble
for I received and accepted three gifts this
past month for which I am truly grateful to
John Sullivan, Ottawa, Illinois; Margaret
Smeltzer of Glenside, Pa; and Kenneth Butler
of Mendota, Illinois. May I attempt to get

- off the hook, Friends, by saying that I fleel

that I will always be indebted to you! Also
last month I said that the Alger stories
which were designed for boys were being read
by just about every one except the 1962 Boys.
This statement is not cuite true, for I have
become acdquainted with Gilbert K. Vestgard,
II 1433 N. Hoffman Avenue, Parkridge, Ill.
who will be 19 on September 4th (HAPPY BIRTH:=
DAY, GILBERT!) Gilbert has as many or more
books than I have!

A CHILD'S PRAYER BY HORATIO ALGER JR.
(from Gleason's Pictorial, August 6, 1853)

Thou who dwellist far above me,
Hesvenly Father, cherish, love me,
Still surround me with Thy care,

I am small and weak and lowly,
‘Thou art wise znd great and holy,
Let me in Thy goodness share!

I am weak; O Father guide me,

Let Thy Spirit walk beside me,

Keep me in the path of right,

That, when this short life is ending,
I, on Angel's wings ascending,

Mey be seated in Thy sight!

From the blue sky bending o'er me,
Heavenly Father, I implore Thee,
Listen to my prayer tonight,

Let me feel that Thou d'st hear me,
Feel Thy holy presence near me,

in the darkness as the light!

Contributed by John V. Bogart, Smyrna, N.Y.
Our project to stock the Public Library in

Revere, Mass. with as complete a set as poss-
ible of Horatio Alger's books, has been ac-

cepted by the Librarian, Mrs. Mildred Stowell
:J;in ¥4

this 4s the first public announcement,
‘already has been started and is
' :infﬁhe way the prnjaet will ‘be
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From your meny responses, 1 am plehaed to re-—
lay these interestiéng news items: I have just
recently made the acquaintance of Charles L.
Clapp through correspondence; His first letter
to me began thus: "Saw an article in the Bos-
ton Herald about your Alger Club"... Charles
has been collecting Alger for the last twenty
years. He has been 2t his summer home at Uhite
Horse Beach, Wass. but will be returning soon
to his home in Guincy, Mass. He keeps me pos-—
ted on all the news items regarding Alger that
he finds. So far he hes informed me of three
which originated in his &rea. He &lso collects
post cards and has one of the Unitarian Church
in Brewster where Horatio preached; Charlie
spent some time there getting facts. Also in
Brewster is the Donzld Doane Museum where Char-
lie obtained some interesting information about
our Hero. If interested, vrite to Charles for
more information.

To those of you who are familiar with
Starved Rock Park on the Tllinois River; Let
me introduce John Sullivan, m&n-azbout—town in
Ottawa, Illinois and very much at home on the
river as well. John is one of our readers and
beleongs to that exclusive group who so often
sadly says; "I wish T had saved mine." John
beczme interested in books for boys written
by Leo Edwards, when he learned that the lo-
cale of the stories were in his own neighbor-
hood. Those of you who enjoyed the Tom Sawyer
and Huckleberry Finn stories of the Miscigsippi
Eiver will want to become accusinted with John
(2202 Burlinton St.) znd his complete collection
of Leo Edwards books. I myself contributed the
missing link to one of the series called "Jerry
Todd and the rose colored cat." John is origin-
ally from malden, lzss. and at the age of 14
having read Alger was instrumental in guieting
a paniced audience in the iliystic Theatre which
was thought to be on fire. John says being in-
spired by Alger heroism prompted him to take
charge of this disturbed and rioting audimnce.

Perhaps one of my most faithful supporters
is Mrs. Lorne J. (Shirley) Conlon of San Diego,
Shirley is very much interested and concerned
about the future of this newsletter and how it
can be financed. She says there is a project
already started to reproduce illustrated re-
prints of the Tarzan stories and verhaps the
Zane Grey stories will be next and so why not
reproduce illustrated reprints of our own Al-
ger Series. Anyone else interested or care to
comment? Shirley and her husband plan to go
into the book-store business when retirement
time comes their way; The Gonlons reside at
6491 Glenroy and is a near neighbor of my fa-—
vorite neice.

 Robert Caylé of 3515 hohawk, Lincoln, Neb.
has a stock of AIgé ‘books and can get more
from his area &rd wants to deal with anyone of
us who is willing to exﬂha.nqe our ‘old coins for
his Alger bbaké._ o
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t&ll me what. ‘book you weuld
:a—.nél I will make a record and

2en aelected S0 far, I. will let you
by return meil if you sre to mail or
ce another choice. If you can name two
books for me to choose from, it might slim-
"ﬂm&ﬁa unnecessary elapse of time an corres-
nce. Two books have already been sent:

I E’L@ﬂ FROM THE RANKS - Forrest Campbell
RII;MHS\, THE STRFET BOY — KBnneth B. Butler

h ’Eiaa‘aaléeapthia copy and succeeding copies
for your future gnidance.

My Alger exhibit which was on display in the
window of the Industrial State Barnk here for
¢ two weeks was a success in as much as it has
led me to one source which will net from 50
to 100 Alger books. I have not yet had the
opportunity to see these bocks and the sus-
pense is almost meddening for I am not the
patient type. I expect everyone to be as en-
| thusiastic about my interests as T am. If
| vou have a collection of 50 or more books, I
suggest you put them on exhibition in your
[ neighborhood; A few things I would point out
| from experience; Select a window with a nor-
" thern exposure to eliminate sun fading; Sel-
ect and area which will be protected from
publi‘ ‘handling. I chose to call my display,
THE TURN OF THE CENTURY and it included items
which helped date the period in which our
F__“uﬂhra'a books were most popular. I displayed
such things as a boy's button shoes; Kerosene
lamp; 01d Family Album; A stereoscope with
dual pictures. a small supply of Indian-head
pennies;; Stick candy; a recesstype school-
hand-bell; supposedly personal belongings
tied in a red bandana and other books which

SECTION B

Arthur E. Dobin of 7513 S. Vernon Ave., Chicego,
one of our faithful readers, slso collectes the
Tarzan books and enything by Stratemeyer, other-
wise known as Vinfield, Appleton, Young, lebster
ete. ,

I have a short note from sorton S. Inslin
of 16 Prospect St., Canton New York; worton has
over 100 first editions but is still trying to
f£il1 in the gaps. laren't we &ll; except in re-

prints) #eny of us are guided by a very complete
list prepared by Morton and published in the
July 6-13th 1959 edition of Antiquarian Bookman.

Kenneth B. Butler, President of the lLayside
Press, Mendota, Illinois, resides at 1325 Bur—
lington Road and has the most complete collection
that I personally have seen; His want list is
down to about 15; Ken welcomes reprints of courss
and has some surplus books; It may be that he
hes just what you have been searching for.

Mrs. Richard F. Fanning of 115 Rebeksh,
Tioonsocket, R.I. has a surplus of G.A. Henty
books. (If you have an over supply of books like
Henty, Castlemon or Optic; Please mention them
Y'e will be pleased tc be of service to you it
we can.

Martin Gately, s News Editor on a lNew Jer—
sey Daily resides at 472 Palisade Ave., Bogota,
N.J, writes me that he has many duplicates and
wishes to contact other Alger collectors. He
writes & very interesting letter as you might
well expect from z news editor and has given
me many pointers in Alger collecting. I am sure
you will find him interesting.

Mrs. Irene Gurmen, (August 1962)my worthy
colleague from Eastern lichigan writes & very
interesting letter, never & dull moment; She
will write you with hardly any effort a three
to six page letter a2t the drop of & hint. I
really enjoy them, Irene znd have learned much
from your experience and T am grateful.

(to avoid repitition, when a paerson has been

& child would carry home from school strapped mentioned previously; I simply give reference

together; I was fortunate, I had a fc Guffey

Reader to display. I had & lot of fum; I op-

enad a seavings account in the name of RAGGED
. DICK and placed the deposit book on display.
L I opened the account with one dollar; If any
‘ of you want to adé a dollar to RAGGED DICK'S
|

avings account, you may do so; Ve will de-

to the source as with Mrs. Gurman)

Mr. Frank G. Hortom, 110 Main St.,attica,
N.Y. will be opening a Bookshop soon; klready
he has a large sup ly of Alpers on hand and al-
ready, I have taken advantage of it. However
there are more wgere these came from.

#r. Relph Brant is another Nevspaper lian,

cide later what we will do with it! Of course He writes a column for the Bridgeton (N.J.)

-1 took movies of the display and of people

walking by, including those who stopped to ad- as yet had not heard of us, as =

mire. Only one shot was posed and that was of -
one of our City Commissioners. However a
little later a most embarassing situation a-
ung lady walked by and esked: "Are
g on robbing the place?! Vhat did
this is mx next job and I am

Ef_am ' -aays vacation time coming,
eamera anﬂ atruck out for the

rrival, while
peration, Ken

,:"' Qﬂ N.Y. is still in the

Evening News. Ralph is an Alger collector but
group. I have
sdavifedihim to become one of our group and read
of our activities. ! elcome aboard; Ralph!

Congratulations are in order for Mrs.Thel-
ma Romanik, an slger collector from Shenchanks
St., Willville, N.J.who is the only grandmotner
on our records with the newest and youngest
potential Alger Fan, her grandson, Brian; Thelma
has been sending me portions of Ralph Erant's
column when it pertains to our Hero.

Leo F. licore, & jeweler from Atlantic, Iowa
lives in an area noted for its corn and Alger
books; Leo recently sent me a large cusntity
for trading and he elaims to have more!

Moore has more; should be his slogan!

Harold Poore (August 1%62) visiit our home
&s scheduled and exchanged valuable bits of in—
formation as well as rehearsed poses before each
other's movie cameras and we exchanged & book

i'a@peintmants or two, tool Come again, iir. & Mrs. Poorel

#ilton Salls, Herkimer Home, Little Falls,
market for Burroughs and
ﬁl&prau he advises me thig month! ..

.tl'l'!
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SECTION C

" My good friend, George L. Setman, ITI of (us-

kertown, Pa. also has a group of members or-
ganized into 2 HORATIO ALGER CLUB, however

he does not have s monthly newsletter and has
asked me to supply his members with our news-—
letter. I have agreed to do this with no extra
charge. "elcome abozrd, Frienas!

My very dear Friend, largaret Smeltzer,
(séction 1) recently gave me one of her rr;.,
possessions, lark, The iatch Boy (Lorlng)
tho 1t is not a first; I treasure it more-so
because of the spirit in which it was given
and this token deserves honorable mention.

~Wr. & Mrs. Ellis Steiner of Berkeley
Springs, ¥est Va. (Jean is the Alger collector
in this household) were kind enough to put us
up overnight lzst June when we were on our way
to the Last Coast and we are looking forward
to'd returned visit to our home vhen they leav
for the southlang, this fz1l. Jean has the only
collection in Vest Va., to my knowledge and knov.s
a bergein vhen she sees one; you czn only gyp
her onee; There will be no repeat business!

Alphabetically, Sullivan comes next znd

of course more could be said but John graciously
relinguishes spece alloted to him so that other:
can be mentioned.

Pleasant business relztions has been es—
tablished with Morris Teicher of 169 Blske ive.,
Ve have made sone excellent
trades from which I received & very valued
copy of Ben, The Luggage Boy.

Keith Thompson of Ithica informs me that

" efter September 1, he will no longer be at Cor-

nell University, but will reside &t 164 South
country Road, Bellport, Long Island, N.Y. Keith

is still (Seeklng his Fortune) on the look-out

for some of those rare and hard to locete uslgers

‘and altho he perhass has one of the largest col-
3 daughters lections, many of them are in Cazlifornia.

rs. Anton (Mildred) Van Ry, Star route

st full regalia box 176, Aberde n fashington is formerly from
camera grinding Traverse City, lichigan is starting off with
; the‘tarmi—

(but well on her nay) an.klger collection; I

who 1aﬁents, LB alsh I had saved mine!" low she
is starting all over again! It seems she traded
for Science Fiction but now wants to exchange
or buy. Exchanges could be made in one fell
swoop, but purchases will be smell and time con-

‘siming, for she is a working girl. Czn you help
‘her?

Alphabetically, \estgard (sections 1&3)

=:also relinguishes his space o others can be

ard; He has no duplicates (lucky boy!) but -

is still looking for the rare ones. I must say

that he appreciates very much the information

‘we passed on regarding Fortune Maguzine; He wes

able to go out and find a copy for sele! He

also has a reproduction of Alger's Obituary

eand is anxious to procure & death certificate

if possih&a.

_ Mr. Austin iindsor of 230 winm: Stme,t,
1 is one of our readers but is

in p ulw; MI m Eﬁsﬁﬂﬂ
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: SECTION D

Altho my very good Friend George C. Stenson of
2750 Dixie Highwey, Pontiac, wichigan is not
now & reader, but has been, e ic on my meiling
list. George zlso puts out & newsletter which
is read mostly in Pontiac but in zddition is
being meiled to meny points zll over the USA.
George seldom misses giving us z plug in his
letters and in his most recent edition which
consiasts of 11 pages letter size; he gave us
full half pege and occesionally & humorous car-
‘toon; George is doing us & service end I'1ll
weger thet after this edition he will be sheep-
dshly searching the old bookstores zgzin and
w111 soon belong to thet select proup of tnose
who sadly cry, "I vish I hed saved minell

My mailing list is growing and my daily
volume of mail is groving, but I zm not com-
plaining; instead I em rejoicing. I went to be
of service to this choice group of Friends.
Up to novw, I have absorbed the expense snd
chargec it off to the exuense to maintein =
hobby; But the size of this group is expected
to enlarge, at lezst I zm hopeful and the bur-
den of expense (not work) is mounting. So un-
til we zet & sponsor vho could benefit by ads
in our Newsletter, I zm forced to ascceat your
offers to sssist with the erxpense involved.
I will accent '2.00 per subscriber but I am not
demanding it. Your newsletter i:ill continue to
come regularly with or without your assigtance.
¥hat T need most is your goodwill and of couise
those vitally needed letters. I .ILL FIND TIiE
FOR THEM AND YOU VWILL GET AN ARSLER if it is at
all possible. Please do not hesitate to send in
the name of a friend or if you think it wise,
ﬁhe name of an enemy, Just to get even; I gusss



